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Workshop OverviewWorkshop Overview

• Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund (MNRTF)

• Land and Water Conservation Fund Grants  (LWCF)

• Recreation Passport Grant Program (RPGP)

• What’s New!

• Online Grant Application Process

• Scoring Criteria (if time allows)
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Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

• Eligible applicants: State and Local Units of Govt.,  
Some Recreation Authorities/Some School Dist.

• Prerequisite to Apply: Approved 5-yr Rec Plan

• Match: Minimum 25%

• Eligible Projects: Land Acquisition/Outdoor Recreation 
Development
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Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

• Application Deadline:  April 1

• Min./Max. Grant Request Amounts: 
– Acquisition has no minimum or maximum 
– Development is $15,000 minimum and $300,000 maximum

• Award Recommendation Date:  Early December

• Site Control Required:  Fee Simple or Easement 
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Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

• Small Acquisition Grant Initiative (SAGI): 
– $100,000 or less

• Small Development Grant Initiative (SDGI):
– $ 50,000 or less

• Historically, these Initiatives have been funded and may 
be in the future, but no guarantee
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Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

Michigan Natural Resources 
Trust Fund (MNRTF)

• 2014 Priorities of the MNRTF Board:

– Trails 

– Water Trails

– Wildlife/Ecological Corridor and Buffer Acquisitions

– Winter Deeryard Acquisitions

– Projects located within Urban Areas
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Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF)

Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF)

• Eligible applicants: State and Local units of Government, 
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, Regional 
Recreation Authorities, School Districts (if primary 
provider of outdoor recreation), and Federally-
recognized Native American Tribes

• Prerequisite to Apply: DNR Approved 5 year recreation 
plan.

• Match: 50% (fixed match)
• Eligible Projects: Development projects only – Public 

outdoor recreation (trails, picnic areas, beaches, 
campgrounds, boating access, and fishing areas)
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Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF)

Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (LWCF)

• Application Deadline: April 1st
• Grant Request Amounts: $30,000 minimum and 

$100,000 maximum
• Award Recommendation Date: Recommended projects 

submitted to the DNR Director in July
• Site Control Required: Applicant must own the land at 

the time of application
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Recreation PassportRecreation Passport

• Eligible applicants: Local units of Government, Huron-
Clinton Metropolitan Authority, Regional Recreation 
Authorities, School Districts (if primary provider of 
outdoor recreation)

• Prerequisite to Apply: Current Capital Improvement Plan 
or DNR Approved 5 year recreation plan.

• Match: Minimum of 25%
• Eligible Projects: Development projects only – Public 

outdoor recreation (trails, picnic areas, beaches, 
campgrounds, boating access, and fishing areas)
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Recreation PassportRecreation Passport

• Application Deadline: April 1st
• Min./Max. Grant Request Amounts: $7,500 minimum and 

$45,000 maximum
• Award Recommendation Date: Recommended projects 

submitted to the DNR Director in October
• Site Control Required: Applicant must own the land at 

the time of application, or if the land is leased it must be 
encumbered for the life of the facilities (20yrs or 40yrs).
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Grant BasicsGrant Basics

• Park must be open to the public

• MNRTF & LWCF – Park must be kept in public outdoor 
recreation in perpetuity

• RPGP – Park must be kept in public outdoor recreation 
20 years outdoor site elements and 40 years for building

• Park needs to be well maintained

• Program acknowledgement signage required
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What’s New - Grant CoordinatorsWhat’s New - Grant Coordinators

Christie Bayus - Region 1 & 2

Tamara Jorkasky – Region 3, 4 & 5

Amy Matisoff – Region 6 & 10

Jule Stafford – Region 7, 8 & 9
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Alignment with State of 
Michigan Prosperity 
Regions 



Other Grants Management StaffOther Grants Management Staff

Steve DeBrabander, Section Manager

Jon Mayes, Unit Manager and MNRTF Program Manager

Sam Duncan, LWCF and Recreation Passport Manager

Kelly Parker, Dam Management Program Manager & Post Completion Compliance

Janet Liesman, Financial Analyst  MNRTF 

Michelle Ballard, Payment Officer LWCF, RP, Marine Safety

Linda Harlow, Administrative Assistant & Secretary MNRTF Board
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What’s New in Grant ProgramsWhat’s New in Grant Programs

 Addition of Grant Programs:

 2013 Dam Management Grants
 2014 Aquatic Habitat Grants (Fisheries)
 2014 Wildlife Habitat Grants (Wildlife)

(see handout)
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What’s New in Grant ProgramsWhat’s New in Grant Programs

MNRTF
 Collaboration Scoring Section modified
 Habitat and Natural Resource Scoring Section modified
 Trail and Water Trail Scoring Section modified
 Winter Deeryard and Wildlife Corridor/Buffer Scoring Section modified
 Started in 2013 – 50 points are deducted when a community has an outstanding 

conversion on a grant-assisted site
LWCF
 Started in 2013 – 50 points are deducted when a community has an outstanding 

conversion on a grant-assisted site
RP
 Section for point deduction if not in compliance on past grant-assisted sites.
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What’s New in Grant ProgramsWhat’s New in Grant Programs

 The DNR Grants Management Section is going paperless with

MiRecGrants – an online Grant Application Program
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MiRecGrantsMiRecGrants

 Online Grant Application System:
 Applications for grants
 Submittal of Project Documents
 Project Administration
 5-Year Park and Recreation Plans
 Historical Data

 Accessible through www.mi.gov/dnr-grants

 Online Application available early February 2014
 Using a demonstration version for workshops
 Start application process offline until February
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Don’t Be Scared…



 Registration and 
Authorized Users

 Overview Functions

 Complete applications
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 Portal Home
 General Information
 Calendar of events

 Viewable by anyone not 
just registered users.
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RegistrationRegistration
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Registration for Eligible ApplicantsRegistration for Eligible Applicants

 DNR must approve eligible applicants (local units of government, State, 
Recreation Authorities and in some instances school districts).

 Only 1 registration per eligible applicant. This 1 individual is considered 
the Authorized Official.

 Authorized Official designates members.

 Example:  Park City Authorized Official registers and is approved by 
DNR as the Authorized Official. The Authorized Official then designates 
the Park Director, Public Service Director, City Clerk, prime 
professional, etc. as members.
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Registration of Consulting FirmsRegistration of Consulting Firms

 Only one individual can register on behalf of an organization.  That individual 
becomes the Authorized Official and may add additional staff as members.  

 An applicant may select a consultant to add to their list of members.

 Ex: The president of XYZ Company registers as an authorized official and then 
adds their employees as members. Park City applies for a grant and may add a 
registered employee of XYZ Company as a member with permissions that are 
application specific.  Note:  Consultant may be added by applicant prior to 
submitting application.
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Overview of FunctionsOverview of Functions
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My Opportunities Tab

 Funding Source
 Availability Date
 Application Period
 Due Date (4-1-14)
 Description
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My Inbox Tab

 Notification from GMS
 Messages
 Priorities
 Status
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My Tasks Tab

 Application List
 Export Results to:

 Screen, Excel, Text File, XML
 Sort by:

 Date, document type, current status, name, organization
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My Applications Tab

 Allow user to search for their applications 
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Completing an ApplicationCompleting an Application

Helpful Tips:

• SAVE each page before leaving that page.

• Help Button is at the top of the page and links are provided to resources 
such as the application guidelines.

• * = required field

• Microsoft Notepad is the best program for adding text from another 
document. Text is counted by characters (spaces, letters, punctuation).

• Upon saving, any errors will be listed at the top of the page.  Errors will 
also be indicated by selecting the Global Errors button.
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Starting an 
Application
Starting an 
Application

1. Start at My Home screen.
2. View Available Opportunities.
3. My Opportunities.
4. Apply Now for MNRTF.
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Application
Menu

Application
Menu

1. Start at My Home screen.
2. View Available Opportunities.
3. My Opportunities.
4. Apply Now for MNRTF.
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Section A -
Applicant Site and 
Project Information
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Acquisition Application

Section B -
Project  Funding and 
Explanation of Match 
Sources
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Acquisition Application

Section C1 – Project Details
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Acquisition Application

Section D –
Justification of Need
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Acquisition Application

Section E –
Application History and 
Stewardship
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Acquisition Application

Section F –
Site Conditions
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Acquisition Application

Section G –
Natural Features of the 
Project Site
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Acquisition Application

Section H –
Wildlife Values of the 
Project Site
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Acquisition Application

Section I –
Natural Resource 
Recreation Opportunities
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Acquisition Application

Section J –
Public Access 
Opportunities
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Acquisition Application

Section K – Trails



Next StepsNext Steps
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Let’s get to work…

…on a successful new process!



Contact InformationContact Information

Phone:  (517) 28-GRANT (517-284-7268)

Program Information and Forms:
www.michigan.gov/dnr-grants

Sign up for e-mail updates:
www.michigan.gov/dnr
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Questions?

Thank You

Questions?

Thank You
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